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BUSINESS MANAGER'S REPORT

| want to thank all 595
members who were able o
make the recent special call
meetings 1o vote on the con-
tract recommendations for our
Inside Agrcements.

At the April 29th meeting at
the Carpenter’s 713 Hall in
Hayward, members approved
the recommended settlement,
extending the Alameda Inside
Construction Agreement by 3
vears, with $6.25 in new
monies over the period of this
extension. All members should
have received copies of this
agreement, and members can
call the hall for copies if they
were not received,

At the May L1 special call meet-
ing at the Stockton JATC, members
turned down a recommended settle-
ment tor the Calaveras and San
Joaquin Counties Inside
Construction Agreement. A negotia-

tion meeting with NECA was set for

May 26 as a result of this action,
and a special call meeting in
Stockton for May 27 was set 1o
report on negotiations.

Because the current contract
extension for the Stockton agree-
ment expires June 1, 2010, T am

hopeful that an agreement can be
reached by May 31. The 595 team
negotiating this agreement will do
its best to reach an agreement the
members can ratify. If we are unable
to reach an agreement, the provi-
sions of the agreement call for arbi-
tration by the Council on Industrial
Relations (CIR), which meets in
September.

Al both meetings, there was
much lively discussion and
exchange of opinions. This is crucial
to our union democracy which is
grounded in members participation.

My thanks to President Tieman

for his leadership in these
meetings, as well as to the
negotiating team members,
trustees and professionals who
were able to attend and assist
in this process.

Advocating for Jobs, PLA
and Projects

On May 6. at the request of
Senator Barbara Boxer, | trav-
elled to Washington, D.C., 1o
testify before the Senate
Committee on the
| Environment and Public

John Aguilera casts his ballot at the April 29 special call mest- Works.
ing over the Alameda Counly Inside Construclion Agreement

There are maritime and
aviation projects at the Port of
Oakland that need tederal funding
and support, and as president of the
port commission | was asked to
speak on the Water Resources
Development Act of 2010 {WRDA),
This bill would authorize millions of
needed funds for “shovel ready™
projects across the country, as well
as fund projects at the port,

It is not often that Labor finds
itself on the same side of the table
with the 1.5, Chamber of
Commerce. but in the commitiee
hearing, we were both advocating
tor WRDA. Many infrastructure
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projects need to be funded that will create jobs and generate
economic activity that will continue to help lift our country
out of the current recession. Along with the Chamber, the
Association of General Contractors also testified on the need
for WRDA authorization.

Sen. Boxer is a strong advocate for job creation, particu-
larly union jobs and projects that will put union apprentices to
work. In 2008, Sen. Boxer toured our San Leandro
Apprenticeship Training Center, and saw first hand our train-
ing programs in new, green technologies.

During this visit, meetings with the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s legal staff and Gov. Schwarzenegger’s D.C.

office were also held. These meetings promoted the use of our

Maritime and Aviation Project Labor Agreement (PLA) as
well as seek support for the electrification of the port’s berths
to meet the clean air goals of California’™s AB 32 Global
Warming Solutions Act.

What happens in our nation’s capitol affects what happens
in our jurisdiction. In mid-April. President Bob Tieman,
COPE chair Greg Bonato, reps Tom Mullarkey and David
Melson also travelled to D.C. to lobby and advocate for build-
ing trades issues and legislation. These efforts will help our
signatory contractors get projects that will put our members to
work.

One special acknowledgement: Don Campbell, the
Executive Director of NorCal-NECA, made time to visit the
Department of Transportation’s legal stafl as part of our port’s
advocacy team. Don serves on the Social Justice Trust of the
MAPLA, and he was able to speak for over 90 signatory con-
tractors who support this project labor agreement. When our
IBEW and NECA are able to work together to promote our
union industry, we all benefit,

Vote, Vote, Vote!

In mid-May, an IBEW-COPE letter was sent with recom-
mendations for the June 8 primary elections. All members
and their families are urged to vote in this important election.
There are many important initiatives and issues that will be
decided, and just as members voted on the contract proposals,
members need to vote in the primary elections

Many 595 members have volunteered time and effort w0
make phone calls and help Labor’s voice in this election.
Many thanks to all volunteers, and special thanks to COPE
chair Greg Bonato.

Welcome President Obama!

On May 26, President Obama toured the Solyndra project
in Fremont. This new photoveltaic manufacturing facility is
one of the premier projects of the administration’s new green
cconomy effort. The project was made possible by federal
stimulus funds and loans, and some 3,000 union workers have
been put to work because of this project.

During his visit, the president gave a major address on the

ecanomy, which
emphasized his
commitment to
building the
foundations of
economic
growth, includ-
ing manufactur-
ing and green
energy technol-
ogy. It was my
honor to be part
of a labor dele-
cation for the
president’s visit,
Along with
Local 595
member Joe
Martinez, we
were able to meet Mr. Obama and thank him for etfforts,
which have helped many 395 members and their families.

The president’s visit came on the heels of the announce-
ment that Toyota and Tesla will partner to produce electric
vehicles at the NUMMI facility. This is great news for our
East Bay, and there are great hopes that a successtul partner-
ship will see many union jobs created.

On this very optimistic note generated by Obama’s visit
and the news about Toyota and Tesla, remember that we are:
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On May 13, Business Manager Victor Uno
testified before Sen. Barbara Boxer's
Environment and Public Works Committee in
Washington, D.C. Speaking on behalf of the
Port of Oakland, Uno sought passage of the
Waler Resources Development Act of 2010.
This bill would authorize criticaily neaded
infrastructure projects, creating hundreds of
much needed construction projects.

Stronger, Working Together,
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